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t’s nearly Holy Week. A time in the life of our church 
when we remember the death of Jesus. It’s not a 

comfortable week. It’s an experience that forces us to 
come face to face with the fact that Jesus died because of 
his love for us. It’s so much easier to skip the events of 
Holy Week—to go right from the shouts of “Hosanna” on 
Palm Sunday to the shouts of “Alleluia” on Easter—
without encountering the shouts of “Crucify him” of Holy 
Week. We just don’t want to go there emotionally. 

This Lent we have focused on the concept of forgiveness. 
Time and again I’ve mentioned how we don’t like to talk 
about sin. We just want to focus on grace. Holy Week 

forces us to come face to face with sin and contemplate our own role in the Crucifixion drama. It’s 
uncomfortable, but important to our faith journeys. 

This Holy Week, we are excited to present worship services that will help you to experience the Crucifixion 
in a new way. These services will offer representations of those closest to Jesus and encourage you to 
ponder the feelings and emotions surrounding the events. They will prepare you well 
to then experience Easter in a new way.  

When we walk into worship on Easter Sunday after having experienced Holy Week, 
the joy of the morning is all the more meaningful for us. We are overcome by the 
power and majesty of Christ’s resurrection. The idea that we are forgiven will have a 
new meaning for each of us. 

I hope to see you this Holy Week. I encourage you to take advantage of the prayer 
stations, the community meal, and each worship opportunity. Together we will 
journey. Together we will be transformed. 

Blessings, 

The Beauty of Forgiveness 
During this Lenten journey, we have talked and thought 
and prayed about forgiveness. We have carried, then 
laid our rocks at the foot of the cross. On Easter 
Sunday, we will be covering a cross with fresh cut 
flowers as we celebrate the resurrection and the 
promise that we are, indeed, forgiven. Bring a bouquet 
of cut flowers with you to church on Easter Sunday 
morning and experience how beautiful forgiveness is! 

See schedule of Holy Week Worship Opportunities on page 5 

 Tending the Orchard 
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Spotlight on Mission 

esus taught over and over again that we are to love 
our neighbors. Leave it to a lawyer to get technical 

about the whole thing. When a lawyer asked Jesus what 
he must do in order to have eternal life, Jesus referred 
him back to the law. “What do you read there?” Jesus 
asked. The lawyer answered correctly, “You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 
and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and 
your neighbor as yourself.” 

Jesus affirmed that this was, indeed, the correct answer. 
But the lawyer then asked, “Who is my neighbor?” 

Right now, Christians all over the world are struggling 
with this question. We know what the scriptures say. We 
understand what Jesus taught—feed the hungry, clothe 
the naked, welcome the stranger, take care of the sick. 
But have we really come to terms with the scope of our 
opportunity to love? 

On Friday, March 10, the United Nations reported that the 
world is experiencing the greatest humanitarian crisis 
since 1945. More than 20 million people are facing 
starvation or have little to no access to food in Yemen, 
South Sudan, Somalia, and northeast Nigeria where civil 
conflict, terrorism, and outright war have decimated 
economies.  

Meanwhile, World Vision estimates 13.5 million people in 
Syria are in need of humanitarian assistance due to the 
violent civil war that has been going on there since 2011. 
Over 11 million people have been displaced from their 
homes: 6.1 million are still in Syria, while 4.9 million 
have fled and are seeking refuge elsewhere. Over half of 
these refugees are children. 

To our south, our neighbors in Haiti have spent years 
trying to recover from the devastating earthquake in 
2010 only to be hit this past year by Hurricane Matthew. 
Haiti is one of the poorest countries in the western 

hemisphere, and is the third hungriest country in the 
world after Somalia and Afghanistan. It ranks 149 out of 
182 on the UN Human Development Index and 78% of 
Haitians live on less than $2 US per day.  

Feeling overwhelmed? Here’s the thing: Jesus didn’t ask 
us to solve entire humanitarian crises individually, and 
you couldn’t do it on your own if you tried. But together, 
as a community, we can educate ourselves to the need 
among our neighbors, and we can raise awareness 
among our circle of friends and acquaintances so that we 
may recognize our neighbors and acknowledge the 
incredibly difficult and life-threatening circumstances in 
which they exist. When we are informed and concerned, 
we can participate in national and international 
conversations and efforts geared toward remedy and 
solution. Ignite your passion so that you may ignite the 
passion of those around you.  

Little things matter. Pray. Pray for world leaders. Pray for 
families just like yours in other parts of the world. Talk. 
Think. Learn. Voice your concern. And where you can, 
share your resources. This month, our loose coin offering 
goes to support Grace Children’s Hospital in Haiti. What 
feels like pocket change to you can make a life-sustaining 
difference to a child.  

by Rev. Suzanne Goodwin 

hanks to all those involved in our three mission projects over the last two months: 
The 19 who traveled to Gleaners Community Food Bank in Detroit to prepare food 

orders for agencies and individuals; all those who donated canned and/or packaged 
food to benefit those served by Baldwin Center in Pontiac; and the bag folders and 
sealers who prepared those supplies for the USPS food drive later this spring which 
will benefit Gleaners. Your energy, purchases, and a variety of hands-on work 
experiences are all gifts to God’s people in need and are greatly appreciated.  
 

Orchard's Missions Committee 
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We’d love to have you join us on Sunday, May 7, at our 
32nd Annual Farmington/West Bloomfield CROP Hunger 
Walk which raises funds for Church World Service, as well 
as 5 local hunger agencies. You can choose to walk 2 miles 
or a 10K on this walk that starts at 
1:30 p.m. from Farmington First 
UMC on Grand River.  
 

This year’s CROP Walk fundraising 
is a little different than previous 
years. The changes utilize online 
registration AND donations. 
 

To register to walk and raise 
funds — Go to www.crophungerwalk.org and type in 
Orchard UMC under the search mechanism. Choose the 
one that says Farmington Area CROP Hunger Walk. Then 
scroll down to the tab that says "Join our Team" and 
register. You will then be provided options for using your 

Facebook account or email account to let your friends and 
family contacts know you are participating and 
will encourage them to support you. 
 

To donate to the walk — Last 
year Orchard raised a record-
setting $10,000. Can we match 
or surpass that this year? Please 
sign up to donate if you are 
unable to walk. Follow the same 
link as previously stated to do so 
online.  
 

You are helping to end hunger 
one step at a time — in your community and around the 
world! Any questions? Contact DyAnn St.Clair at 
248.756.9643 or look for our sign-up table in the narthex 
during April.  
 

Rebuilding Together Workday 2017 
Saturday, April 29 

 

rchard will again be sponsoring two teams at the Rebuilding Together workday on Saturday, April 29. We’re looking 
for both skilled and unskilled volunteers to fill out those teams. You can register to volunteer by going to  

www.rebuildingtogether-oaklandcounty.org, then clicking on the green link that says “Volunteer… Click Here to Apply!” 
Look for Orchard UMC as a “job” and then sign up! New this year is the option to sign up for morning or afternoon 
shifts. Upon successful completion of your signup, you will receive email confirmation from the RTOC office. Some time 
after Easter you will receive more information from your Orchard team leader about your particular assignment and 
what to bring with you on the work day. Help make a real, noticeable, and lasting difference in the life of a senior, 
disabled, or low-income homeowner. For more information, contact DyAnn St.Clair at 248.756.9643. 

Missions at Orchard 

Tiny Homes Update 
 

Congratulations, Orchard! The Tiny Homes committee is honored to 
announce that Orchard has finished raising the $40,000 for our Detroit Cass 
Community Services tiny house! Many thanks for all your support and your 
excitement to see this blessing continue as this love helps to build a 
home.  
 

Orchard’s own Loren Sohn is working with Cass as their Tiny Homes 
volunteer coordinator on all 25 tiny houses. He reports the following 
progress on the first homes: “We just bought 70 gallons of paint, paint 
supplies, and drywall tools. Most of the exterior work is done and the 
houses have now been insulated (spray foam) and three have passed 
inspection...which means we can (almost) start hanging drywall. We 
expect ADT security to complete their wiring soon and the builder is 
procuring the drywall and expects to have it delivered into the houses by 
the end of March. We still do not have electricity (heat). The builder and the 
project manager both feel we can hang the drywall but cannot do any 
taping or mudding until we have heat (stable temperature above 50).”  
 

If you would like to stay involved, please sign up for the Tiny Homes 
Volunteering Remind. This will alert you when different volunteering 
opportunities open up (such as helping to build parts of the house, 
landscaping, etc.). If an alert is sent out that you are interested in, or if you 
would like to volunteer on the specified date sent out, respond to the 
Remind to receive more details! Sign up to receive notices from our Tiny 
Homes Volunteering Remind at https://www.remind.com/join/tinyhom.  

Orchard UMC's CROP Hunger Walk 
32nd Annual CROP Hunger Walk for Farmington/West Bloomfield 

Sunday, May 7 @ 1:30 pm 

Each house is unique: (clockwise from upper left)—
Savanna house; Cottage; Corner house; metal roof. 

http://www.crophungerwalk.org
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjy__u_rMjLAhVB7WMKHab3CBUQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.crophungerwalk.org%2F&psig=AFQjCNH_V4gW2cWuvtx22OVGcBNWpOo1lA&ust=1458325635773416
https://www.remind.com/join/tinyhom


Strolling Under the Stars 
Our community outreach auction is Saturday, 
May 6, 2017. Look for posters to be out right 
before Easter to get an idea of some 
of the great items we have on the block!  
  

The doors open at 6:00 p.m. to begin strolling 
under the star-lit decorations in the MAC. 
You’ll enjoy delicious hors d’oeuvres and 
dessert, beverages, live entertainment, and 
the company of friends and family!  
  

The money raised at this event will be used to 
help others through mission outreach 
programs, including Rebuilding Together and 
the Youth Mission Team’s trip this summer.  
  

We are still accepting contributions of items to 
auction. Contact John Young (248.489.0881) 
or Dan Harmon (248.553.4174) to let them 
know what auction items you’re donating. 

Purchase tickets from any Auction Committee Team member, 
 or by contacting Linda in the church office (248.626.3620, ext. 35).  

  

Invite family, friends, co-workers, and neighbors so they can see how 
we’re making a difference in the world! 
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Orchard Opportunities 

Funtastiks 
April 28 @ 11:30 a.m. for lunch; 1:00 p.m. for the play 

 

The Funtastiks, our active seniors group, are heading over to Fox Run on April 28 for lunch and a play. If 
you would like to join them for lunch, they’ll be in the pub – a public dining space - in the Belmont 
Clubhouse. At 1:00 p.m., they’ll head over to the auditorium to see the musical “The Case of the Missing 
Part of Speech,” presented by the 4th graders from Brightmoor Church school. Jo Ann Cline says the musical 
is about English grammar, of all things, but after hearing them perform one of the songs she says, “I was 
hooked! They are such a delight to be around!” Make sure to sign up on the sheet on the front counter in 
the church office; seating for the pub may be limited.   

On April 19 our own Gabrielle Kosiba will be the speaker at the monthly 
meeting of the Farmington area branch of the American Association of 
University Women. This is an open meeting—all are welcome, 
and it's held in the Community Room of the Farmington Hills 
City Hall at 11 Mile and Orchard Lake Roads at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Gabrielle will talk about her experiences as an exchange 
student in Germany last year. And an added bonus is that her 
German mother and sister will be visiting the Kosibas at this 
time, so we hope they'll attend the meeting, too. This should 
be a very interesting meeting! 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwimzu_r3OrSAhVIw4MKHfJNBXkQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.indstate.edu%2Faauw-in&psig=AFQjCNGbNiX5mnEhQ0lP-aH_W6iXQnfx2w&ust=1490293169036909
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Journey Through Holy Week 

 

Palm Sunday—April 9—9 & 11 a.m. 
We remember Jesus’ return to Jerusalem as we open the worship services with a parade of palms led by the 
children, then continue our journey to the cross as we head into the rest of Holy Week.  

 

Monday and Tuesday—April 10 & 11—Walk the Prayer Stations   

We encourage you to continue your journey through Holy Week by walking the prayer stations. Each 
prayer station has been lovingly set up for you by various groups and individuals of the church; each 
unique station is crafted to lead you to experience Christ in different ways. Prayer stations will be open all 
week during regular office hours and all day Thursday, including after the Maundy Thursday worship 
service. On Good Friday the building will be open from 9-11:30 a.m. and then again from 2 p.m. until 
after the Good Friday evening service.  

 

Wednesday—April 12—Community Meal—5-8 p.m.   
Join others from Orchard as we meet for dinner at Leo’s Coney Island, 33283 Twelve Mile Road in the 
Kendallwood Shopping Center. This fund raiser for the youth mission trip runs from 5 to 8 p.m. Invite 
your friends to come and dine with us, too, and experience some Orchard hospitality! Leo’s will send us 
a check for 10% of the sales from Orchard’s family and friends! 

 
Maundy Thursday—April 13—7 p.m. 

Maundy Thursday, or Holy Thursday, is the Holy Week night that we remember as the Last Supper. This 
year our remembrance will be a Living Tenebrae service. Imagine the Living Nativity that we do, only 
representing the Last Supper. The word “Tenebrae” (ten-ah-bray) means shadows or darkness. Our 
service will start in the dark until Jesus enters and brings the light. The service will become lighter and 
lighter as those representing each disciple will come forward and light their candles from Jesus’ candle.  
We will share communion together and then, one by one, each disciple will fall away and extinguish the 
light as the story of Jesus’ final moments is told. The service ends with Jesus extinguishing his light. It 
will be a powerful experience that will help you prepare your heart for Easter.  

 
Good Friday—April 14—12:15 p.m. and 7 p.m. 

This year there will be two offerings for Good Friday. As has been our tradition, we will gather with 
churches in West Bloomfield for an interdenominational worship service at 12:15 p.m. This year’s 
service will be at Orchard Lake Community Church Presbyterian, 5171 Commerce Road, West 
Bloomfield. The Rev. Ken Larson of Faith Covenant Church will be preaching. The service will feature a 
combined choir made up of choir members from the five churches involved.  
 

New this year we will be offering a 7 p.m. Good Friday service at Orchard. This service will be a 
powerful time of contemplation as we ponder the question, “Were You There?” Worship leaders will 
represent biblical figures in the Crucifixion story, and help you to consider how they may have felt on 
that day. This worship service will include music from the Chancel Choir, dramatic interpretation, and 
the reading of the Crucifixion scripture.   

. 



Children and Youth 
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Hero Central VBS 
Early Registration starts April 15! 

 

Hero Central Vacation Bible School early registration begins April 15! You can register 
your children on the website and make payment to Suzanne Reddy or Kristen Tesauro. 
Registration is $15 per child or $45 for a family. Included in that price is a t-shirt (per child) 
and CD (one per family). Kids from Pre-K (3 years old) to 5th grade are welcome to come 
for the week and discover their strength in God!  
 

Hero Central is Monday, July 17th to Friday, July 21st from 9 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. We’ll 
celebrate with the congregation on Sunday, July 23 at worship, and then end with a SUPER 
party after the second service! REGISTER NOW at http://2017.cokesburyvbs.com/orchard/! 
After June 15 the price increases to $25 per child. 
 

If you are interested in being a super hero and volunteering, please see Kristen Tesauro or 
register on the site! 
 

Discover the qualities that make us truly heroic in God! 
 
 

Easter Eggstravaganza 
Sunday, April 16  

 

Easter Sunday will be a time of celebration as we have 
special WOW activities and games during both the 9 and 11 
a.m. worship services. The fun continues from 10-11 a.m. 
as we gather together on the lower level for more kids’ 
activities! See you then! 

It’s time to “Think Spring!” 

O ur annual flower sale will again be run by our Children’s 
Ministry. A variety of beautiful flowers, including hanging 

baskets, patio pots, and flats, are being offered. Proceeds 
from this sale will help fund Vacation Bible School this year 
so that every child can experience the joy of knowing Jesus 
through VBS! Order forms will be available on April 2. Orders 
are due by April 30 and will be delivered in time for Mother’s 
Day! Start your garden shopping now! 

Children’s Ministry Fundraiser 2017 

JAM (Jr. High) Fun Opportunity—Saturday Night JAM is scheduled for Saturday, April 15! 

Fusion Youth to Participate in 30 Hour Famine 
April 22-23 

 

First we feast at Leo’s on Wednesday, April 12, then we fast for 30 
hours, beginning Saturday, April 22. It’s not a statement that we’ve 
eaten too much, but an awareness that we are privileged to be able 
to have a meal. Our senior high students will be joining other 
students from around the world to help fight hunger. By participating 
in World Vision’s 30 Hour Famine, the students will grow closer to 
Christ and to each other as they fast together and raise funds to 
fight hunger. Their goal is to raise $1000 to help feed hungry 
children and families. 

http://2017.cokesburyvbs.com/orchard/
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We Pray for… 
 

Tim Aben’s grandmother, Joan Aben, 
 and his parents, Jean and Jerry Aben 
The family of Capt. Andy Becker 
Ryan Buckwalter 
The family of Xavier Carter 
Chilsons’ friends, Miriam “Mim” Wellman, 
 and Sherry and Dave 
Clarks’ friend, Carla 
Valerie Costello’s niece, Hollace, 
 and her friend, Parker 
Betsy Daniels’ cousin, Ann, and her friends, 
 John Holm, Kim, and Don 
Craig Daniels 
Barbara DeGrazia’s nephew, 
 Anthony Livorine, and her daughter,  
 Jennifer 

Dave Kochanek 
MOPS moms 
Deanna Kohl’s friends, Kelley and 
 Mark Parish 
Mary Manier and family 
Ben Nemeth 
Nancy Passfield’s grandson, Taylor Janssen 
Lynn Rice 
Debbie Sakach and her family 
Reese Salley 
Brenda Schultz, and her cousin,  
 Julie Delong-Boch 
Betsy Stanis 
Brynn Stanis’ friend, Peggy Reggio 
Allison Stone’s father-in-law, Dave 
Robert Tyler and his fiancé, Michelle 
Ellen Voss’ cousin 

Former Orchard member, Betsy Watson 
Donna Young’s friend, Laurie Fiol 
 
We Remember… 
 
 

Debbie Sakach’s great-aunt, 
 Clara Olszewski (2/21) 

John Young’s uncle, Frank (3/14) 

Anthony Kosiba’s father, Garry Kosiba 
 (3/15) 
RJ Bussone’s father, Frank Bussone (3/15) 

Mary Oliphint (3/17) 

In the life of Orchard, we believe in the power of prayer. Let us pray... 

We love sharing our times 
together. Please consider 
sharing your photos of 

Orchard activities with us. 
Send them to Linda Hall at 
lindahall@orchardumc.org. 

Pub Theology—our new men’s ministry Nursery smiles! 

All-Church Musical “Kids Under Construction”  

A quiet game backstage 

Our Lenten focus—Forgiveness 
Women’s Retreat in Birch Run 
had moments of intense reflection 
and joyous laughter. 
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The Orchard Harvester is the newsletter of Orchard United Methodist Church.  
The May 2017 Harvester deadline is April 20, 2017. 

E-mail articles may be directed to Linda Hall, Editor, at lindahall@orchardumc.org 
or Deanna Kohl at deannakohl@orchardumc.org. 

 

Pastors: Rev. Amy Mayo-Moyle and Rev. Suzanne K. Goodwin 

Worship Services at 9 & 11am; Sunday School at 10am 
 

 Phone 248.626.3620       Web Site: www.orchardumc.org 

Samaritan Counseling Center 248.474.4701 

Find us, like us, share with us, and share 
us with others on Facebook, Twitter, and 
Instagram! 
 

Connect with us today! 

 Dates to Remember 

April 7-8 Empowered to Connect live simulcast 

April 17 Easter Monday—office closed 

April 29 Rebuilding Together 

May 6 Strolling Under the Stars service auction 

May 7 Rockin’ the Resurrection 

May 7 CROP Walk 

May 12 Flower Pick-up 

May 19 Funtastiks to Cass 

May 21 Graduation and Promotion Sunday 

May 29 Memorial Day—office closed 

June 18 Summer Worship Hours begin (9 & 10:30) 

June 24 Youth Mission Trip (returning July 1) 

July 17-21 Vacation Bible School 

July 23 VBS Sunday 

August 6 Mission Trip Sunday 

Aug 7-11 F.R.O.G. Week 

In addition to the programs and events mentioned in this edition of the Harvester,  

check out some of these highlights, and mark your calendar! 

Contact Gretchyn Edwards, Family Events Coordinator, 

at gedwards@orchardumc.org for more information!  

April 7-8, 2017 at Orchard UMC 


